English Lesson 1  Practice 
Directions:  Put the apostrophe (') in the correct place.
1. I havent been to the newsstand before. 

2. I cant read Musical America. 

3. I couldnt hear Chester. 

4. Dont you need to buy a newspaper? 

5. It isnt raining in Connecticut. 

Directions:  In each blank write the contractions for the following words.
6. should + not = ________________ 

7. must + not = ________________ 

8. can + not = ________________ 

9. will + not = ________________ 

10. has + not  = ________________ 

11. have + not = ________________ 

12. were + not = ________________ 

13. was + not  = ________________ 

14. could + not = ________________ 

15. is + not = ________________ 

16. might + not  = ________________ 

Directions:  Read each sentence below. Write the two words that make the contraction in each sentence.
17. But there wasn't much business tonight. ________________ 

18. Even the Sunday papers aren't going. ________________ 

19. The cricket didn't move. ________________ 

20. Mama's voice had a way of sounding very dry when she didn't believe something. ________________ 

21. "Mario couldn't help it if nobody buys." ________________ 

Directions:  Multiple Choice
22. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

a. Even Mama didn't dare disagree. 

b. When he wasno't collecting, he liked to sit at the opening of the drain pipe and watch the world go by. 

c. It wouldnot be safe to leave the register unlocked. 

d. I cann't sleep on Sundays.
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English Lesson 2 Practice
Directions:  In each blank write the contractions for the following words.
1. you + are = ________________ 

2. I + have = ________________ 

3. she + had = ________________ 

4. you + will = ________________ 

5. we + would  = ________________ 

6. Mario + is = ________________ 

7. we + have = ________________ 

8. she + will  = ________________ 

9. who + has = ________________ 

10. it + is = ________________ 

11. I + am  = ________________ 

Directions:  Read each sentence below. Write the two words that make the contraction in each sentence.
12. "There's going to be less and less until morning," said Paul. ________________ 

13. It's Saturday night too. ________________ 

14. You're up awfully late tonight," he said. ________________ 

15. "Besides, school's out now." ________________ 

16. Saturday's the only chance they have. ________________ 

Directions:  Multiple Choice
17. Choose the sentence that is written correctly.
  

a. Iw'll  take a Sunday Times," Paul said, and picked up the newspaper. 

b. "Its only twenty-five cents. You've got a quarter coming." 

c. In a minute he'd found one and knocked out one end. 

d. Weh've got enough already with the screens full of holes.
  

18. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly. 

e. I'll fix the screens. 

f. "So you spend less time playing with cricketers, you'll sell more papers," said Mama. 

g. They're very intelligent. 

h. Its coming on summer, it's New York-it's hot. 

19. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly.
  

a. I'd bring him with me. 

b. "Hes yours then," said Papa. 

c. I'll be back in the morning 

d. I've got a cricketer for a son.
  

20. Choose the sentence that is written correctly.
  

a. Hed been in a few times before-just exploring. 

b. This isn'ot my house anyway. 

c. "Iv'e seen mice before," the cricket said. 

d. It's a long story," sighed the cricket.
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English Lesson 3

Practice
Directions:  In each blank write S if the noun is singular, or write P if the noun is plural.
	1. insects ____________ 

2. cats ____________ 

3. boy  ____________ 

4. cookies  ____________ 
	5. drain pipe ____________ 

6. paper ____________ 

7. registers  ____________ 

8. newsstand  ____________ 


Directions:  Are the bold words in the following sentences singular or plural? Write the P above each bold word that is plural, or write S above each bold word that is singular.
9. And Tucker had a big day planned for tomorrow, collecting things for his home and snapping up bits of food that fell from the lunch counters all over the station. 

10. It had six legs, two long antennae on its head and what seemed to be a pair of wings folded on its back. 

11. Inside the drain pipe, Tucker's nest was a jumble of papers, scraps of cloth, buttons, lost jewelry, small change, and everything else that can be picked up in a subway station. 

12. Long, long ago he played on a harp-and he played it so beautifully that not only human beings, but animals and even the rocks and trees and waterfalls stopped their work to listen to him.  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Over the next four lessons you will learn eight rules for forming the plural forms of nouns. In this lesson we will practice with Rules 1 and 2.
	Rule 1 for Plurals  To form the plural of most nouns you simply add an s to the end of the noun. 

Singular
Plural
hair
hairs
trap
traps
door
doors
pipe
pipes
voice
voices
track
tracks



 

	Rule 2 for Plurals  If the noun ends in sh, ch, x, s, or z add es to make it plural. 

Singular
Plural
brush
brushes
lunch
lunches
fox
foxes
success
successes
buzz
buzzes



Practice - Write the plural form in the blank after each word.
	13.  supper 
	________________
	21.  wish
	________________

	14.  hoax 
	________________
	22.  fire 
	________________

	15.  speaker
	________________
	23.  track
	________________

	16.  chocolate
	________________
	24.  dish 
	________________

	17.  cat 
	________________
	25.  matchbox 
	________________

	18.  bench 
	________________
	26.  meadow
	________________

	19.  conductor
	________________
	27.  glass 
	________________

	20.  stairway 
	________________
	28.  animal 
	________________


29. Choose the sentence that is written correctly.

a)  He uncrossed his winges and made a real chirp.
b)  "Jimmy Lebovski said that the Chinese like cricketes very much, and they build special cagees for them," Mario explained.
c)  Even this late the neon signs were still blazing.
d)  He scooped two matchboxs up, and decided to use one for Chester's bed.
  

30. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly.

a)  They had a whole lot of other things besides the liverwurst sandwiches, which I smelled.
b)  I've been lying over there for three days not knowing what to do.
c)  Chester buried his head in the Kleenexs.
d)  Chester lifted the black wings that were carefully folded across his back and with a quick, expert stroke drew the top one over the bottom.
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English Lesson 4  In this lesson you will learn a new rule.

	Rule 3 for Plurals  If a noun ends in a consonant plus y, the y changes to i before es is added. Note: If the noun ends in a vowel plus y, just add s. 

Singular
Plural
boy
boys
babies
babies
lily
lilies
family
families
pony
ponies
day
days



Practice 
Directions:  Write the plural form in the blank after each word.
	1.  duty
	________________
	10.  cherry
	________________

	2.  city
	________________
	11.  baby
	________________

	3.  sky
	________________
	12.  forty
	________________

	4.  berry
	________________
	13.  essay
	________________

	5.  birthday 
	________________
	14.  policy
	________________

	6.  ruby
	________________
	15.  quality
	________________

	7.  subway
	________________
	16.  delivery
	________________

	8.  country
	________________
	17.  play
	________________

	9.  bay
	________________
	18.  key
	________________


 

19. Choose the sentence that is written correctly.

a)  Mario took the IRT local subway downtown.
b)  The last time he had been buried under roast beef sandwichs.
c)  He was staring at old ladys wearing straw hats.
d)  Mario walked down to the end of several alleies.
  

20. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly.

a)  It was a jumble of Chinese odds and ends.
b)  He was afraid that if he moved, he would be buried under an avalanche of Chinese novelties.
c)  In a glass case right in front of him were a row of Chinese goddesses, carved in ivory.
d)  He was thing about storys he had heard.
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English Lesson 5  In this lesson you will learn a new rule.

	Rule 4 for Plurals  Most of the words that end with f, ff, or fe are made plural by changing the ending to -ves. 

Singular
Plural
loaf
loaves
thief
thieves



There are exceptions that must be memorized or looked up.
	Singular
	Plural

	chief
	chiefs

	cliff
	cliffs

	proof
	proofs

	belief
	beliefs

	gulf
	gulfs

	roof
	roofs

	safe
	safes

	sniff
	sniffs

	chef
	chefs

	ref
	refs

	giraffe
	giraffes

	cafe
	cafes


A few nouns ending in f or ff have two plural forms.
	Singular
	Plural

	dwarf
	dwarfs OR dwarves

	hoof
	hoofs OR hooves

	scarf
	scarfs OR scarves

	wharf
	wharfs OR wharves

	staff
	staffs OR staves


Practice - Write the plural form in the blank after each word.
	1.  calf 
	________________
	9.  hoof 
	________________

	2.  life 
	________________
	10.  elf 
	________________

	3.  half 
	________________
	11.  leaf 
	________________

	4.  knife 
	________________
	12.  shelf 
	________________

	5.  wife 
	________________
	13.  chef 
	________________

	6.  roof 
	________________
	14.  ref 
	________________

	7.  sniff 
	________________
	15.  self 
	________________

	8.  cliff
	________________
	16.  giraffe 
	________________


 Practice - Review of Rules 1-4
There are 10 picture pairs covering the first 4 plural rules. Fill in either the singular or plural form for each pair.
	 
	Singular
	Plural

	17. 
	cat
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	_______________
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	18. 
	match
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	_______________
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	19. 
	_______________
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	lilies
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	20. 
	_______________
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	cherries
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	21. 
	cliff
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	_______________
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	22. 
	_______________
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	newspapers
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	23. 
	key
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	_______________
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	24. 
	_______________
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	loaves
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	25. 
	brush
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	_______________
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	26. 
	dwarf
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	_______________ 
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27. Choose the sentence that is written correctly.

a)  Everything from silk kimonos to chop sticks to packages of hand laundry littered the shelves and chairs.
b)  If leafs  in a green forest far from New York had fallen at midnight through the darkness into a thicket, it might have sounded like that.
c)  He was staring at old ladys wearing straw hats.
d)  Mario walked down to the end of several alleies.
  

28. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly.

a)  It was a jumble of Chinese odds and ends.
b)  He was afraid that if he moved, he would be buried under an avalanche of Chinese novelties.
c)  In a glass case right in front of him were a row of Chinese goddesses, carved in ivory.
d)  He was thinking about storys he had heard.
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English Lesson 6  In this lesson you will learn a new rule.

	Rule 5 for Plurals  Some words form their plural by changing the whole word. These are called irregular nouns. With irregular nouns, you have to memorize the plural form. 

Singular
Plural
mouse
mice
child
children
man
men
tooth
teeth
foot
feet
goose
geese
person
people
ox
oxen
louse
lice
woman
women



Practice for  Rules 1-5 Write the plural form in the blank after each word.
	1.  mouse
	________________
	22.  ox 
	________________

	2.  barn 
	________________
	23.  wolf
	________________

	3.  calf 
	________________
	24.  wrench
	________________

	4.  farm 
	________________
	25.  pipe
	________________

	5.  peach 
	________________
	26.  money
	________________

	6.  cherry 
	________________
	27.  cricket
	________________

	7.  pie 
	________________
	28.  walrus
	________________

	8.  flag
	________________
	29.  thief
	________________

	9.  likeness 
	________________
	30.  cage
	________________

	10.  country
	________________
	31.  register
	________________

	11.  building
	________________
	32. man 
	________________

	12.  key 
	________________
	33.  flower 
	________________

	13.  pile
	________________
	34.  woman 
	________________

	14.  leaf 
	________________
	35.  paper
	________________

	15.  thief 
	________________
	36.  baby 
	________________

	16.  foot 
	________________
	37.  compass
	________________

	17.  quarter
	________________
	38. wife 
	________________

	18.  shoe
	________________
	39.  loaf 
	________________

	19.  monkey
	________________
	40.  bread 
	________________

	20.  toolbox
	________________
	41.  sale 
	________________

	21.  butterfly
	________________
	42.  pagoda
	________________
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English Lesson 7  An apostrophe has two uses:
1. To show OMISSION
In Lessons 1 and 2 you learned that apostrophes are used to make contractions. Apostrophes are used to indicate one or more missing letters. For example, the word "don't" is short for "do not". Other examples include "he's" for "he is",  "I'll", for " I will" and "can't" for "can not". 
A second use for the apostrophe is to show possession.
2. To show POSSESSION
Words that show ownership are called possessive nouns. An apostrophe (') is used to show the ownership. 
	Rule 1 for Possessives 

1. To show possessive of singular nouns add 's. 
Example:  
Tucker => Tucker's coins
Mario => Mario's mama
the dog => the dog's friend
Chester => Chester's tail

NOTE:  Apostrophes are NOT used to indicate plurals.


Practice
Directions:  Underline the word(s) in each sentence which shows ownership.
1. The mouse's name was Tucker.
Every Saturday night now for almost a year he had watched Mario tending his father's newsstand. 

2. Mario's friend Paul, a conductor on the shuttle, came over to the stand. 

3. A shelf ran along one side, and on it were a little secondhand radio, a box of Kleenex (for Mama's hay fever), a box of kitchen matches (for lighting Papa's pipe), a cash register (for money), and an alarm clock (for no good reason at all). 

4. Mario's happiness fell in ruins. 

5. Mama's voice had a way of sounding very dry when she didn't believe something. 

Write plural or possessive after each item below to indicate whether the item is plural or a possessive.
	6.  Sai Fong's shop 
	________________
	14.  friend's chopstick
	________________

	7.  Chester's cage
	________________
	15.  gold robes
	________________

	8.  pagodas
	________________
	16.  palace gardens
	________________

	9.  dinners
	________________
	17.  leaves
	________________

	10.  Mario's glass
	________________
	18.  cricket's leaf
	________________

	11.  voices
	________________
	19.  cages
	________________

	12.  stove's lid
	________________
	20.  window's sash
	________________

	13.  gentleman's bow
	________________
	21.  handkerchief's embroidery
	________________


Underline the word or words in each sentence which show(s) ownership. Place apostrophes where they belong in the sentences.
22. Mario decided that there must he something wrong with Chesters diet. 

23. The old mans excitement over seeing Mario was clear. 

24. The robes embroidery was beautiful with designs of the sun, moon, and stars. 

25. Mario was able to eat with chopsticks after Sai Fongs help. 

26. The pagoda was just like Chesters cage. 

27. The only other sound was the creaking of the rocking chair, which went very well with the crickets song. 

In the blank space write the possessive form of the word which is written in parentheses.
28. He said it was like being at the ______________ gardens. (palace) 

29. The _______________ handkerchief was made of silk. (gentleman) 

30. The mulberry ______________ leaves were hard to find. (tree) 

Write a sentence about the Mario. Use the possessive form of the word, Mario.
31. __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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English Lesson 8  In this Lesson you will learn how to show possession (ownership) when the noun is plural.
	Rule 2 for  Possessives  To show ownership of plural nouns ending in s, all you do is add an apostrophe after the s. 
Examples
ten cats' tiny teeth (the tiny teeth belong to ten cats)
many crickets' wings (the wings belong to a lot of crickets)
a thousand boys' parents (the parents belong to a thousand boys)


 

	Rule 3  for Possessives For irregular plurals not ending in s show ownership by adding  's.
Examples
two women's lunches (the lunches belong to two women)
teeth's cavities (the cavities belong to the teeth.)


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Practice
Choose one of the following drawings from The Cricket in Times Square.
· page 33 Times Square 

· page 37 the soda shop 

· page 47 Sai Fong's shop 

· page 89 Harry Cat sings 

· page 93 the fire in the newsstand 

Directions:
In column one list singular nouns that may be found in the drawing or items that could be found in this location. (For example on page 37 of the soda shop you can not see an ice cream scoop in the drawing, yet one may be found in a soda shop.) Be sure to use the singular form of the nouns in column one. Using the same nouns fill in the other three columns so that the singular possessive, plural, and plural possessive is formed for each noun in the singular column. (Challenge - Try to use some nouns that have irregular plural forms.)
	singular noun
	singular possessive noun
	plural noun
	plural possessive noun

	cat
	cat's meow
	cats
	cats' paws

	lady
	lady's bag
	ladies
	ladies' shoes

	mouse
	mouse's whiskers
	mice
	mice's toes

	1.  
	 
	 
	 

	2.  
	 
	 
	 

	3.  
	 
	 
	 

	4.  
	 
	 
	 

	5.  
	 
	 
	 

	6.  
	 
	 
	 

	7.  
	 
	 
	 

	8.  
	 
	 
	 

	9.  
	 
	 
	 

	10.  
	 
	 
	 

	11.  
	 
	 
	 

	12.  
	 
	 
	 


Practice 
Circle the correct plural/possessive form.
13. His families / family's newsstand has very little business. 

14. The neon signs / sign's shone brightly on Times Square. 

15. The animals / animal's diet was in need of an expert. 

16. The newspapers / newspaper's print was difficult to read. 

17. The cash registers / register's drawers were hard to unlock. 

18. Mama Bellini needed many boxes of tissues / tissue's when she listened to opera. 

19. The radios / radio's music varied between opera and Italian songs to church hymns. 

20. The clocks / clock's ticking was so loud that Chester was unable to sleep. 

21. Matchboxes / Matchbox's are great beds for crickets. 

22. Sai Fong's shop was filled with hundreds of vases / vase's. 

23. The umbrellas / umbrella's were decorated with beautiful flowers. 

24. The pipes / pipe's smoke circled around Sai Fong's cluttered shop. 

25. The lanterns / lantern's glow made shadows on the dinner table. 
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English Lesson 9
Practice
Directions:  Fill in the blanks with the correct possessive form of the noun found in parenthesis found at the end of each sentence. 
Examples:
The family's money was locked in the cash box. (family)
Many cages' locks need keys. (cage)
1. _______________ eyes popped out. (Mr. Smedley) 

2. Many _______________ cheers could be heard after Chester's concert. (child) 

3. Some of the  ______________ chuckling showed they were pleased. (parent) 

4. My two ________________ opinions are all that matter. (brother) 

5. One _______________ shouting could be heard above the children's cheers. (lady) 

6. Mario threw his arm around his ______________ neck. (mother) 

Directions:  Write the possessive form for each of the following:
Examples:
the furniture belongs to the friends  the friends' furniture
the men own two watches  the men's watches
7. the decorations for the party _____________________ 

8. the cheese belonging to the mice _____________________ 

9. the subway owns the signs _____________________ 

10.  cats own six bells _____________________ 

11.  the newspapers belonging to the Bellinis _____________________ 

12.  the song belonging to the crickets _____________________ 

13.  the animal owns the ice _____________________ 

Directions:  Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the noun found in parenthesis found at the end of each sentence. Note: Some nouns will need the plural form while others will need the possessive form. 
Examples:
The Bellini family's newsstand was busy on Sunday. (family)
Magazines were stacked all over the counter. (magazine)
Women's handbags were opening to collect coins. (Woman)
14. Chester ___________________ new manager, Tucker Mouse was pacing up and down in front of the cricket cage. (Cricket) 

15. If the ___________ were happy, Mama Bellini wouldn't be always wanting to get rid of him-right? (Bellini) 

16. Harry ____________ howling was enough to give anyone a headache. (Cat) 

17. The _____________ passengers were too busy to notice a small cricket. (subway) 

18. One _____________ dresses were decorated with crickets. (girl) 

19. The _______________ subway home was full of curious passengers. (animal) 

20. She likes him today because he played her favorite ____________ . (song) 

21. He darted over to the radio, leaned all his weight on one of the ____________ and snapped it on. (dial) 

22. The ____________ magic held Mr. Smedley captive. (concert) 

23. Mario gave the cricket his unusual breakfast of mulberry ______________ and water. (leaf) 

24. Hey, Mr. Smedley-my cricket plays _______________. (hymn) 

25. The _____________ playing was not as good as Chester's. (organist) 

26. _____________ joy at hearing Chester shone on their ____________. (Everyone, face) 

27. The _______________ restroom was located at the end of the subway station. (man  - Turn man into the plural possessive form.) 

28. ______________  music was better than any choirs' singing. (Chester) 

29. One _____________ cheese was tasty. (mouse) 

30. Chester played the same ____________ that could be heard in many ____________ that morning. (hymn, church) 

31. Before ____________ mood had a chance to wear off, Chester began chirping the selections from opera that he had played during the party. (Mama) 
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English Lesson 10
Comparatives are words that compare two things. 
Tucker is shorter than Harry.
Tucker is tall, but Harry is taller. 
Superlatives are used to compare more than two things. 
Harry is the tallest animal.
Chester is tall, and Tucker is taller, but Harry is the tallest. 
	Rule 1 
· To form the comparative or superlative of one syllable words with more than one vowel OR ending with more than one consonant at the add -er OR -est. 
tall
taller
tallest
neat
neater
neatest
deep
deeper
deepest


	Rule 2 
· To form the comparative or superlative of a one syllable word ending in e add -r OR -st. 
wide
wider
widest
fine
finer
finest
cute
cuter
cutest



 

	Rule 3 
· To form the comparative or superlative of a one syllable word with one vowel and one consonant at the end double the consonant, and add -er OR -est. 
sad
sadder
saddest
big
bigger
biggest
fat
fatter
fattest



 

	Rule 4 
· To form the comparative or superlative of a two syllable word ending in y, change the y to i, then add -er OR -est. 

happy
happier
happiest
jolly
jollier
jolliest
lazy
lazier
laziest



 

Practice
Directions:  Write the comparative and superlative forms of the following words.
	 
	comparative
	superlative

	odd
	odder
	oddest

	prickly
	pricklier
	prickliest

	1.  hot
	 
	 

	2.  light
	 
	 

	3.  lively
	 
	 

	4.  ugly
	 
	 

	5.  small
	 
	 

	6.  lonely
	 
	 

	7.  soft
	 
	 

	8.  silly
	 
	 

	9.  nasty
	 
	 

	10.  dull
	 
	 

	11. frail
	 
	 

	12.  funny
	 
	 

	13. great
	 
	 

	14. tan
	 
	 

	15.  tricky
	 
	 

	16.  rainy
	 
	 

	17.  red
	 
	 

	18.  scary
	 
	 

	19.  short
	 
	 

	20.  yummy
	 
	 


Directions:  Choose the correct adjective.
21. The temperature today is lower, lowest today than yesterday.

22. Winter is the colder, coldest time of the year.

23. The snow is deeper, deepest in New York than in Florida.

24. Chester thought New York City was noisier, noisiest than Connecticut.

25. The subway station was the busier, busiest place in the city.
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English Lesson 11  Comparative and Superlative Adjectives
	Rule 5 
· To form the comparative form of two syllables or more words, not ending in Y use more before the adjective. 

· To form the superlative form of two syllables or more words, not ending in Y use most before the adjective. 

modern
more modern
most modern
interesting
more interesting
most interesting
precious
more precious
most precious



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Practice
Directions:  Write the comparative and superlative forms of the following words.
	 
	comparative
	superlative

	nutritious
	more nutritious
	most nutritious

	1.  gorgeous  
	 
	 

	2.  handsome 
	 
	 

	3,  wasteful
	 
	 

	4.  tender
	 
	 

	5.  gigantic
	 
	 

	6.  horrible
	 
	 

	7.  beautiful
	 
	 

	 
	comparative
	superlative

	8.  magnificent
	 
	 

	9.  wonderful
	 
	 

	10.  colorful
	 
	 


Directions:  Complete the following table with the correct adjective, comparative, or superlative forms.
	adjective
	comparative
	superlative

	creamy
	creamier
	creamiest

	11.  modern
	 
	most modern

	12.  busy
	busier
	 

	13,  thin
	 
	thinnest

	14.  boring
	more boring
	 

	15.  beautiful
	more beautiful
	 

	16.  ripe
	 
	ripest

	17.  
	spicier
	spiciest

	18.  attractive
	more attractive
	 

	19.  flavorful
	 
	most flavorful

	20.  well-done
	 
	most well-done


Directions:  Choose the correct word(s) to complete each sentence.
21. Chester's house is ______________ than Tucker's house. 

a. smaller 

b. smallest 

c. more small 

d. most small 


22. Chester's concert was the ___________________ of any Mr. Smedley had ever heard. 

a. magicaler 

b. magicalest 

c. more magical 

d. most magical 

23. Tucker is ______________ at running than his brother. 

a. fast 

b. faster 

c. more fast 

d. most fast 


24. People in the subway station found Chester ______________ than going to work. 

a. interestinger 

b. interestingest 

c. more interesting 

d. most interesting 


25. Today Chester was ____________ than yesterday. 

a. sadder 

b. saddest 

c. more sad 

d. most sad 


26. Harry Cat is the ______________ cat in the whole neighborhood. 

a. cuter 

b. cutest 

c. more cute 

d. most cute 


27. Mulberry leaves are ________________ than chocolate. 

a. healthier 

b. healthiest 

c. more healthy 

d. most healthy 


28. Cats are the ______________ of all animals. 

a. sneakier 

b. sneakiest 

c. more sneaky 

d. most sneaky 


29. New York City is _______________ than Nashville. 

a. brighter 

b. brightest 

c. more bright 

d. most bright 


30. Chester was the ______________ cricket in America. 

a. talenteder 

b. talentedest 

c. more talented 

d. most talented 
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English Lesson 12  Irregular Comparative and Superlative Adjectives
As you have learned in Lessons 10 and 11, the regular way to make comparative/superlative adjectives is to add -er/-est or to use more/most. Some adjectives have irregular comparatives and superlatives forms. Study the chart below.
	 
	Comparative
	Superlative

	good
	better
	best

	bad
	worse
	worst

	far
	farther/further
	farthest/furthest

	few or little
	less
	least

	many
	more
	most

	much
	more
	most

	some
	more
	most


Practice 
Directions:  Fill in the blanks using good, better, or best.
1. Crickets are said to foretell __________ luck. 

2. Songs of the cricket are the _______________ blessing a person could hear. 

3. A cricket's wings are _______________ for singing than flying. 

4. Crickets have ___________ legs for jumping from place to place. 

5. The male is the _______________ singer. 

6. The __________ place for a female cricket to lay eggs is on the ground. 

7. One _________ thing about crickets is you can approximate the Fahrenheit temperature outside by the number of chirps they emit each minute. 

8. Crickets like to eat greens __________ than anything else. 

Directions: Circle the correct bold word to correctly complete each sentence.
9. Chester was the good, better, best friend Mario could ever have. 

10. The mulberry leaf was tasty, but the Hershey bar was even good, better, best. 

11. The bad, worse, worst event in Mario's life was Chester leaving. 

12. Chester lives the further, furthest away from Mario. 

13. Chester is less, least fond of chocolate than mulberry leaves. 

14. The more, most fun Chester ever had was playing for the other animals in the meadow back home. 

15. Chester is better, best at singing than Harry Cat. 

16. Harry Cat gave Tucker the worse, worst headache he had ever had. 

17. Please say this is the better, best performance of the night. 

18. Musical America is better, best than International Song Magazine.  
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English Test  Multiple Choice
1. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

a. Chester Cricket hadnt ever seen New York City's Times Square Subway Station. 

b. Chester wasn't able to open the picnic basket to escape. 

c. Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat diddn't like to fight. 

d. Mama Bellini couldn'ot imagine having a cricket as a pet. 

2. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

e. The Bellini's newsstand wasn't making a profit. 

f. Chester hadnt ever seen a cat and a mouse that were friends. 

g. Chester didno't want to return home at the beginning of the summer. 

h. Mario willn't sell papers while Chester was playing.
  

3. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly. 

. In August crickets begin to chirp. They're talented insects. 

a. Tucker asked, "You're coming to my party?" 

b. The next day the Bellinis overheard Chester singing an Italian folksong. It's one of their favorites. 

c. Mario had only a little money. Hes afraid it won't be enough for a cricket cage.
  

a. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly. 

e. Mario kept telling Mama Bellini he'd pay for the eaten money. 

f. Tucker Mouse told the others, "I've got money to repay the Bellinis." 

g. Theyw'll be happy as long as the money is returned. 

h. "You're sure they will except the money?" asked Harry Cat.
  

5. Choose the sentence that uses plurals and possessives correctly. 

. Chester's friends loved to listen to him practice. 

a. Chester's bed was a matchbox lined with tissues'. 

b. Chester makes friendes with unlikely pals. 

c. Harry Cats home is in the drainpipe. 

6. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly. 

e. Chester's musical ability helps turn the Bellini's unsuccessful newsstand into an overnight success. 

f. There are many churches in New York City. 

g. In September most of the leafs have already changed color. 

h. One of the men broke his glasses when the crowd began to clap.
  

7. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

. Mama Bellini didn't like cats. 

a. There are many mouses in New York City's Times Square Subway Station. 

b. Her families business was not doing well. 

c. The peoples agreed Chester was the best.
  

a. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly. 

e. Four critics loved Chester. 

f. Do all your wishs come true? 

g. You must consider other's feelings before you embarrass them by laughing. 

h. Through the whole month of August, Chester only had three days off.
  

9. Choose the sentence that uses plurals and possessives correctly. 

. Tucker misunderstood Chesters comments. 

a. At the end of the day Chester's foots hurt. 

b. Chester was buried under two sandwichs. 

c. Tucker borrowed Mama's radio.
  

a. Choose the sentence that is NOT written correctly. 

e. While Chester was playing, one man tried to sneak up and take Chester's bell. 

f. The crowd's silence was amazing. 

g. Radios were turned off, and people quietly listened. 

h. Even the childs liked to listen to Chester.
  

11. Choose the sentence that uses plurals and possessives correctly. 

. Mr. Smedley could hear correct nots. 

a. His dads hobbys were listening to Italian opera and reading Musical America. 

b. Tucker borrowed the cricket's cage. 

c. The two friends' decided they're going to teach Chester new songs.
  

a. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

e. During the past few weeks' Chester's talent improved. 

f. Even though it's September, it is not too cold. 

g. After people read the letter Mr. Smedley wrote, the Bellinis' received a month's worth of mail in one day. 

h. The children's voices were so soft they couldn't be heard over Chesters playing.
  

13. Choose the sentence that use plurals correctly. 

. When Chester heard three buzzs he knew the concert was over. 

a. Tucker went after those bunchs of smelly cheese. 

b. He often grabbed boxs of liverwurst. 

c. Tucker didn't have to worry about taking dirty dishes to the kitchen.
  

a. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

e. Chester was more interestinger than the average cricket. 

f. In fact he was the interestingest one in the whole world. 

g. Mario thought he was the more interesting pet of all. 

h. Even Mr. Smedley agreed he was the most interesting.
  

15. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

. Mr. Bellini owns a newsstand. He is the most poorest man in New York City. 

a. He thinks opera is most interesting than rock-and-roll. 

b. Mama is always saying the cricketer is the dirtier animal. 

c. She's the worstest friend an insect could have.
  

a. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

e. It was the most hardest trip you could imagine. 

f. The worse part was being in the picnic basket. 

g. I think the trip was good for Chester. 

h. Chester has the bigest heart you ever saw.
  

17. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

. Is your radio the louder one in the subway station? 

a. This song is really nice. It is nicest than the first. 

b. Wow! This year's new concert was even best than last years. 

c. Mr. Smedley, the Bellini's best newsstand customer, loved to hear Chester.
  

a. Choose the sentence that is written correctly. 

e. Is the first song coolest than the second song? 

f. These are the wildest songs in the concert. 

g. This is the bestest concert of all time. 

h. Chester was the friendlyest animal in town.
  

19. Chester is the ____________ talented cricket in New York City 

. musicallier 

a. musicalliest 

b. more musically 

c. most musically
  

a. Chester gives the _________________concert that causes Times Square and blocks of New York City to fall still, with everyone stopping to listen to the music. 

e. grander 

f. grandest 

g. more grand 

h. most grand 
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Vocabulary Words for Week 1
	scrounging
	acquaintance
	enchanting
	quality
	logical


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Directions:  Match each word with its definition.
	____  scrounging
	a.   a person known to one, but usually not a close friend

	____   acquaintance
	b. reasonable; to be expected

	____   enchanting
	c.   to get as needed by or as if by foraging, scavenging, or borrowing - to search about and turn up something needed from whatever source is available

	____   quality
	d.  charming; captivating, to attract and delight; entrance, capturing interest 

	____   logical
	e.  high grade; superiority; excellence


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Directions:  Find two synonyms for each word. Use the words below to help you.
	well-organized
	searching
	charming
	exceptional
	pal

	friend
	excellence
	delightful
	hunt
	rational

	_____________________________________________________________


	scrounging
	______searching____________
	___________________________

	acquaintance
	___________________________
	___________________________

	enchanting
	___________________________
	___________________________

	logical
	___________________________
	___________________________

	quality
	___________________________
	___________________________


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fill in the blank using one of the five vocabulary words.
	1.  The chocolate was expensive because of the high __________________.

	2.  "I am pleased to make your _________________," said Bill.

	3.  This is such an _________________________ place.

	4.  The teacher wanted us to complete our assignments in a ____________ order.

	5.  There was no food in the house so the children went ___________________ the neighborhood for food to eat. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
6.  ______________ a dictionary of synonyms and antonyms.
a. encyclopedia
b. thesaurus
c. atlas
d. textbook
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Vocabulary Words for Week 2
	furiously
	luscious
	insulated
	luxury 
	pagoda 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Directions:  Match each word with its definition.
	____  furiously
	a.   having a delicious taste or smell 

	____   luscious
	b. to cover, line, or separate with a material that prevents or reduces the passage, transfer, or leakage of heat, electricity, or sound

	____   insulated
	c.  a Far Eastern tower usually with roofs curving upward at the division of each of several stories and erected as a temple or memorial 

	____   pagoda
	d.  marked by noise, excitement, activity, or rapidity. fiercely, frantically, frenziedly

	____   luxury
	e.  Something expensive or hard to obtain; something with classiness or elegance rather than a necessity


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Directions:  Find two synonyms for each word. Use the words below to help you.
	Chinese dwelling
	wrapped up
	treat
	frantically
	delightful

	rapidly
	delicious
	protected
	Chinese temple
	comfort

	_____________________________________________________________


	furiously
	_______frantically____________
	___________________________

	luscious
	___________________________
	___________________________

	insulated
	___________________________
	___________________________

	pagoda
	___________________________
	___________________________

	luxury
	___________________________
	___________________________


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fill in the blank using one of the five vocabulary words.
	1.  Spending the night in the cricket cage was Tucker's idea of __________.

	2.  The house was ______________ so the cold air would not come inside.

	3.  The Chinese are known for building ______________ .

	4.  Kevin __________________ ran from store to store trying to find the perfect gift.

	5.  The melon tasted ______________ on the hot summer day. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
6.  __________________________________________________ are nouns that shows ownership to someone or something.
a. Plurals
b. Possessives
c. Compounds
d. Contractions
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Vocabulary Words for Week 3
	entomologists
	ambling
	subsided
	illustrious
	smidgin


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Directions:  Match each word with its definition.
	____  entomologist
	a.  walking slowing; to go at a slow, easy pace; stroll

	____   ambling
	b. a small amount; a very small quantity or portion; a bit or mite

	____   smidgin
	c.  a zoologist who studies insects 

	____   subside
	d.  notably or brilliantly outstanding because of dignity or achievements or actions; highly distinguished; renowned; famous

	____   illustrious
	e.  to let oneself settle down; to become quiet, less active, or less violent


Directions:  Find two synonyms for each word. Use the words below to help you.
	bug scientist
	fragment
	stopped
	walking slowly
	lessened

	strolling
	bug doctor
	important
	shred
	famous

	_____________________________________________________________


	entomologists
	___________________________
	___________________________

	ambling
	___________________________
	___________________________

	smidgin
	___________________________
	___________________________

	subsided
	___________________________
	___________________________

	illustrious
	___________________________
	___________________________


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fill in the blank using one of the five vocabulary words.
	1.  Please give me just a ______________ of dessert.

	2.  The baby elephant was _______________ behind his mother.

	3.  I ate just a _______________ of sugar.

	4. Bill was ______________ down the hallway.

	5.  The _____________ had a large collection of butterflies.

	6.  The pain _____________ after the medication begin to work.

	7.  The ________________ man should run for President. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
8.  _____________________________________is the relationship between two things when one thing makes something else happen. (what and why)
a. Audience
b. Simple Subject
c. Prediction
d. Cause and Effect
9.  ___________________________________ is a similarity between like features of two things, on which a comparison may be based.
a. Punctuation
b. Making inferences
c. An analogy
d. A fable
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Analogies 
An analogy is a comparison of two different things that are alike in some way.
Here are some examples
	wide is to narrow as up is to ____________
	Wide and narrow are antonyms or opposites, therefore to create this analogy you must find a word that is the antonym of up. Since down is the opposite of up the analogy may read like this: 

wide is to narrow as up is to down

	green is to go as red is to ____________
	Green means to go on a stoplight, therefore red means to stop. 

green is to go as red is to stop

	clock is to time as thermometer is to ________
	A clock is a tool that tells time, therefore a thermometer is a tool that records temperature. 

clock is to time as thermometer is to temperature

	hand is to glove as foot is to __________
	A glove is worn on the hand. Something that is worn of the foot is a shoe. 

hand is to glove as foot is to shoe

	leaf is to green as apple is to __________
	Leaves are generally green. The color of apples is usually red. (Note green or yellow would also be acceptable.) 

leaf is to green as apple is to red 


You must find the relationship between the first pair of words. Once the relationship is found try to think a a word that has the same relationship with the next word given. Try these.
1. tall is to short as up is to ______________ 

2. ceiling to is floor as top is to ___________________ 

3. eat is to hungry as sleep is to __________________ 

4. dark is to light as buy is to _________________ 

5. sheep is to lamb as bear is to ________________ 

6. soda is to drink as a sandwich is to _________________ 

7. snake is to slither as rabbit is to ___________________ 

8. east is to west as north is to __________________ 

9. century is to 100 years as a decade is to _____________________ 

10. winter is to season as July is to __________________ 

11. deer is to antlers as bull is to __________________ 

12. baseball is to sport as hamburger is to ______________ 

13. lemon is to sour as candy is to _______________ 

14. The Cricket in Times Square is to George Selden as The Cat in the Hat is to __________________ 

15. bird is to nest as bee is to _____________ 

16. brother is to sister as dad is to _________________ 

17. carrot is to vegetable as grape is to _____________________ 

18. dark is to light as laugh is to _______________________ 

19. above is to below as artificial is to ___________________ 

20. saw us to cut as pencil is to ________________ 

21. fast is to quick as trot is to ____________________ 

22. swim is to water as fly is to ________________ 

23. music is to ear as eat is to ______________ 

24. frightened is to scared as giggle is to ___________________ 

25. book is to read as ball is to _____________ 

 

Vocabulary Test - Matching
	1.  ___________ scrounge 
	a.  having a delicious taste or smell 

	2.  ___________ quality
	b. a zoologist who studies insects 

	3.  ___________ acquaintance
	c.  high grade; superiority; excellence

	4.  ___________ logical 
	d.  to let oneself settle down; to become quiet, less active, or less violent

	5.  ___________ enchant  
	e.  something expensive or hard to obtain; something with classiness or elegance rather than a necessity

	6.  ___________ pagoda
	f. -  [image: image151.wmf]a Far Eastern tower usually with roofs curving upward; several stories tall; built as a temple or memorial 

	7.  ___________ luxury
	g.  walking slowing; to go at a sluggish, easy pace; stroll

	8.  ___________ furiously
	h.  to get something that you need by searching, hunting, or borrowing - to search about and turn up something needed from whatever is available.

	9.  ___________ luscious
	i.  a small amount; a very small quantity or portion; a little bit 

	10.  ___________ insulated
	j.  a person you know but usually not a close friend; you have knowledge or information about someone; often used as a greeting 

	11.  ___________ subside
	k.   outstanding because of goodness or achievements; well-known; highly thought of; famous

	12.  ___________ illustrious 
	l.   charming; captivating, to attract and delight; fascinating, catching your interest 

	13.  ___________ entomologist
	m.  reasonable; to be expected

	14.  ___________ ambling
	n.  covered, lined, or separated with a material that prevents or reduces the passage or leakage of heat

	15.  ___________ smidgin
	o.  with much noise, excitement, or activity; fiercely, frantically, frenziedly

	16.  ___________ possessive nouns 
	p.  a dictionary of synonyms and antonyms

	17.  ___________ cause/effect     
	q.  the relationship between two things when one thing makes something else happen

	18.  ___________ thesaurus
	r.  a similarity between like features of two things, on which a comparison may be based

	19.  ___________ analogy 
	s.  a noun that shows ownership to someone or something
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