Name:                                                              Little House on the Prairie
Reading and Language Skills Assessment
Chapter 1 & 2

Circle the correct answer. 

1. To understand that this book is fiction it is important to know it …

a. has a glossary.
b. tells  facts about the prairie.
c. has a beginning, middle, and end.
2. Laura’s family left their house in the Big Woods to move west because…

a. they wanted to move near their cousins and grandparents.

b. their father said there were too many people in the Big Woods now.

c. their house had been destroyed by a tornado.

d. there were too many wild animals in the Big Woods that scared the children.

3. What was the ‘setting’ of the story at the beginning of chapter one?

a. Laura’s house in the Big Woods

b. Grandma’s house in Minnesota

c. in the wagon at the Mississippi River

4. Which sentence is a ‘fact’?

a. Ma, Laura and Mary ate bread and molasses in the wagon.

b. The house in the Big Woods was the worst place to live.
c. ‘Three’ daughters was the perfect number of children for a family.
5. Why did Laura’s family have to leave on their trip before the ‘ice breaks’ on the Mississippi River?
a. They had to cross on the frozen river because there were no bridges.

b. The horses were afraid of the ice.

c. The horses could not pull the wagon over the ice.

6. The enormous lake stretched flat and smooth and white all the way to the gray sky.
What does the word enormous most likely mean?

a. cold

b. huge

c. scary

7. What was an effect of all the rain after they crossed the Missouri River?
a. They decided to return home to the Big Woods.

b. The river flooded over its bank and washed the wagon downriver.

c. The wagon became stuck in the mud for a week.

8. Why did Pa say, “In this country, trees mean water”?

a. Trees will only grow where they have water to survive.

b. There was no water in the prairie.
c. The trees made their own water by photosynthesis.

d. Grasslands have less rain than deserts.

9. Choose the correct spelling of the word.
“They are not real ________; they are western mustangs.”   

a. ponys

b. ponies

c. pony’s

d. ponees

10. Choose the word with a suffix.
Kansas was an endless flat land.

a. Kansas

b. was

c. endless 

d. flat
11. Who named their new horses?
a. Ma

b. Pa

c. Mary and Laura

d. They horses already had names.
12. How did the wagon cross the creek in chapter 2?
a. They crossed over on an old bridge.

b. They took a ferry across the creek.

c. The horses had to swim with Pa leading them.

13. Why did Laura feel ‘cold and sick’ when they were in the middle of the creek?

a. She was so frightened that they would not get safely across the creek.

b. She had caught a bad cold from Mary before the trip began.

c. The weather was cold, and she had not brought a coat.

14. What would be another good title for Ch. 2, “Crossing the Creek”?
a. “Fun on the Prairie”
b. “Fording the Creek”
c. “Mary Becomes Scared”
15. Pa did not know which road to take when the road divided. Why was this important for the family to choose the right road? How would we solve this problem if we are lost on a trip and didn’t know the correct road? (Write at least 5 complete sentences on the lines below.)




16. Why was it more difficult to travel across the United States in the 1800’s than it is now? (Write at least 5 complete sentences on the lines below.) 






Key:
1. c

2. b

3. a

4. a

5. a

6. b

7. c

8. a

9. b

10. c

11. c

12. c

13. a

14. b

15. (answers will vary)

16. (answers will vary)

