Name:                                                              Little House on the Prairie

Reading and Language Skills Assessment

Chapter 3 & 4
Circle the correct answer. 

1. What is the author’s purpose for writing this novel?
a. to inform the reader about life in the Big Woods

b. to share feelings about the prairie

c. to entertain the reader about  a family that moved to the prairie
2. What was the correct chronological order?

1. Pa started a fire.

2. Pa unhitched the horses.
3. They find Jack!

4. Ma cooked dinner.
a. 1,2,3,4
b. 2,1,3,4
c. 3,2,4,1
d. 2,1,4,3
3. Choose the sentence that is written correctly.

a. pa said “we best be on the safe side.”

b. He wished jack were there.

c. She winked fast and did not cry

d. Jack knew they didn’t mean it.

4. Choose the correct spelling.

While they were eating________ the purple shadows closed around the camp fire.
a. super

b. supper

c. suuper

d. suppr

5. Where did Pa find water for their dinner?

a. the creek

b. from the kitchen faucet

c. rain water

d. water bottles

6. When they first found Jack after he was lost, they thought he was a (an)……
a. wolf
b. stray dog

c. bear

d. Indian

7. Why did Pa say, “Where there’s deer, there will be wolves.” when he heard the wolves howling?

a. Wolves and deer do not like to share the same habitat.

b. Wolves like to eat deer for prey and, therefore, share the same habitat.

c. There was a zoo on the prairie.

8. What does the word wearily most likely mean in the following sentence?
Under the wagon Jack wearily turned around three times and lay down.

a. scared

b. lost

c. tired

d. mad

9. What does the word vanished most likely mean in the following sentence?

Once a shadow floated across the grass and every gopher vanished. A hawk was sailing   overhead.
a. walked away

b. disappeared from sight

c. began crying
10. What did Ma do while Pa was out hunting?

a. sewed clothes for the girls

b. planted the garden

c. washed  the clothes
d. began building their house

11. Finish the web:


                                            
                                            
            

a. They scare a moose

b. They see a hawk.

c. They go swimming.

d. They capture a snake.

12. What did Laura want to see when she gets to their new home on the prairie?

a. a  bear

b. a new neighbor

c. an Indian papoose

13. What did Pa most likely mean when he said that they could live ‘like kings’ when he returned from his hunting trip?
a. He found a ‘palace’ on the prairie.

b. He found money on his hunting trip.

c. He found lots of animals to hunt for food: antelope, squirrels, rabbits and birds.

14. Choose the compound word in the following sentence.

For a little while a mockingbird sang, then the birds came out, and the birds were still.
a. mocking bird

b. For

c. while

d. still

15. Choose the contraction in the following sentence.
She didn’t want anything more in the world.
a. She

b. didn’t

c. anything

d. world

16. Is the following  sentence a ‘fact’ or ‘opinion’?
‘We can live like kings.’

a. fact

b. opinion

17. Choose the word with a suffix in the following sentence.

Softly Pa’s fiddle sang in the starlight.
a. Softly

b. Pa’s

c. sang

d. starlight
18. Choose the correct spelling of the word to complete the following sentence.

“This is Indian country,   ________ it?” Laura said.

a. isnt
b. isn’t

c. is’nt

d. is’not

19. Choose the verb in the following sentence.
Baby Carrie slept in the wagon.
a. Baby

b. Carrie

c. slept

d. in

20. Compare and contrast how Laura’s day is like and unlike your day. [Compare means to show how they are alike, and contrast means to say how they are different.] (Write at least six sentences.) 








Key:

1. c
2. d

3. d

4. b

5. a

6. a

7. b

8. c

9. b

10. c

11. b

12. c

13. c

14. a

15. b

16. b

17. a

18. b

19. c
20. answers will vary

They run and run.





They chase gophers.





Laura and Mary explore the prairie.





They pick flowers.








